
From: Heather Bell
To: Roxane Stone; Olivia Rojo
Cc: Comment
Subject: FW: Item 9D tomorrow’s 2/7 city council mtg
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 2:22:45 PM

 
 

From: Carol Weed   
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2023 1:30 PM
To: Devin Murphy <DMurphy@ci.pinole.ca.us>; Maureen Toms <MToms@ci.pinole.ca.us>; Cameron
Sasai <csasai@ci.pinole.ca.us>; Anthony Tave <atave@ci.pinole.ca.us>; Norma Martinez-Rubin
<NMartinez-Rubin@ci.pinole.ca.us>
Cc: Andrew Murray <AMurray@ci.pinole.ca.us>; Heather Bell <hbell@ci.pinole.ca.us>
Subject: Item 9D tomorrow’s 2/7 city council mtg
 

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear council members,
 
I urge you to vote YES unanimously tomorrow evening in support of Item 9D, the “RESOLUTION
URGING CONTRA COSTA COUNTY TO ENACT MEASURES TO PHASE OUT OIL AND GAS
OPERATIONS ON COUNTY LANDS AND PROHIBIT ANY NEW DRILLING”.

You have been environmental leaders in our region, willing to take the actions that science dictates,
even when it means opposing corporate giants. Please do it again. The health of residents and
wildlife are at stake. 

Thank you,
Carol Weed, MD
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County residents need to be protected from the health risks of oil and gas operations 
Charles Davidson, Hercules CA (2/7/2023) 

County residents need to be protected from the health risks of oil and gas operations 
nearby their residences, businesses and schools. The Contra Costa County supervisors need 
to acknowledge the risk to both public health and the quality of life from the County’s 
permitting of oil drilling along the County’s numerous urban-wild land interfaces. 
Precedent exists for communities to regulate, phase out and ban oil and gas operations, 
which is what happened in the Livermore oil field due to the ban put in place by the 
Alameda County supervisors. [“Livermore oil driller to be forced to shut down after county decision” 
(2018)]   
 
I applaud the Pinole City Councils decision to consider supporting (in the spirit of 
collaboration) other communities in Contra Costa County, such as the City of Antioch who 
desire to ban oil drilling in and near their community. Our County has numerous old 
plugged and abandoned oil and gas wells which are potentially at risk of being reanimated 
after many years of no use and reused for new oil and gas drilling operations.  
 
In fact, Pinole has such a potential well, which was drilled over 50 years ago, which is very 
near the City’s High Young Park and is literally in the backyards of neighbors near the 
intersection of Silvercrest St., Victor St. and Woodside Ct.. 
 
 
 
Despite what a city in Contra Costa County feels is not appropriate, the County has 
provided “ministerial” permitting allowing for new oil and gas operations on 
unincorporated land immediately adjacent to cities (i.e., which can occur with no public 
review beforehand). The above scenario is exactly the case with two oil wells at the Antioch 
site, which is located a mere several feet from of the City’s urban limit line.  
 
On the opposite end of the same ranch property, the same oil driller has also applied for a 
County permit for another, new operation located within several hundred feet of the City 
of Brentwood. Even closer to the existing Antioch wells, the driller wants to reuse an old 
plugged and abandoned gas well in order to dispose of his nearby oil operation’s 
prodigious wastewaters. 
 
 
 
I became familiar with the Antioch wells because people in the nearest located Brentwood 
subdivision reported smelling strong hydrocarbon smells coming into their homes from the 
Antioch drilling area (on a warm summer evening several years ago.)  
 
The oil wells near Antioch are only one-half mile from Antioch Kaiser Hospital and are 
nearly one-third of a mile from the Dozier-Libbey Medical High School, directly across a 
field. Immediately adjacent to the wells is a long-planned Senior Housing Development, 
which is now on hold. Despite being on unincorporated County lands, this area is slated for 
major future Antioch development, including several nearby planned subdivisions. The 
area is such that the presence of these oil well operations will most certainly threaten the 
health of the residents and cause a major loss of future potential nearby housing values. As 



County residents need to be protected from the health risks of oil and gas operations 
Charles Davidson, Hercules CA (2/7/2023) 

a result of such operations, there will likely be a significant drop in Antioch’s future ad 
valorem property tax base, based upon the drilling operations impact on planned and 
recently constructed housing.  
 
 
A few years ago, after hearing of the complaint which the Brentwood residents made to the 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District, I went to the wells’ location armed with a 
state-of-the-art remote laser methane detector and found extremely high levels of methane 
and ethane emanating from the site. Without entering the well site, I was easily able to 
locate the faulty equipment and from there, I smelled a profound, overwhelming odor of 
unrefined petroleum from a distance down wind. Only after I reported my findings to the 
Air District (in the form of a digital file, with GPS), it turned out that I was the first person 
to even report the existence of the Antioch well to the Air District. 
 
Point of fact, the well’s driller had not obtained a County permit for a full 7 months after 
the well was already drilled and the driller had also never applied for the legally required 
Air District permit for over two years. What is more, the driller prevented the Air District 
from entering the site for four additional months after I submitted my report, and was 
subsequently fined for operating an oil well without a required Air District permit.  
 
Communities have a “Right to Know” and a right to protect their citizens public health 
from such operations, which are never without risk. Communities must stand together.  



From: Sandy Emerson
To: Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather Bell; Comment
Subject: Fossil Free California Supports Resolution against Drilling on County Lands
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 6:50:54 AM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear Mayor Murphy and Pinole City Councilmembers:

Fossil Free California is in strong support of Mayor Murphy's proposed resolution calling for
the phase out of existing toxic oil and gas operations on County lands and prohibiting any new
drilling.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in recognition of the profound incompatibility of
fossil fuel extraction with climate action, and in the spirit of regional collaboration evoked by
both City and County, that the City of Pinole strongly urges the Board of Supervisors of
Contra Costa County to enact immediate measures to phase out existing toxic oil and gas
operations on County lands, and to prohibit any new drilling. 

The resolution is clear, concise, and timely, and consistent with the City of Pinole's declaration
of a Climate Emergency.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our strong support.

Sincerely,

Jane Vosburg
Board President
-- 
Sandy Emerson
Fossil Free California
https://fossilfreeca.org

"The invisible hand never picks up the check." -- Kim Stanley Robinson
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From: Joel Kuechle
To: Comment
Subject: Fwd: Monday Zoom meeting changes-info needed
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 6:55:54 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Joel Kuechle 
Date: February 5, 2023 at 6:44:44 PM PST
To: Sanjay Mishra <smishra@ci.pinole.ca.us>
Subject: Monday Zoom meeting changes-info needed


Hello Sanjay: The earlier advertised Wednesday 7:00 in person TAPS meeting,
with a key issue hopefully on the agenda, was changed and only/luckily relayed to
me via the grapevine. I have nothing to do with Zuckerberg, and don’t have
Facebook. After all of my extensive efforts to convince the Traffic and Safety
Council of the necessity of getting the curb painted red, I do NOT want an
objection of some shape or form by 1-3? citizens to result in the marking being
removed. You seemingly alluded in one email to me that the chance of that
occurring was very slim, and that an objection to not following regular TAPS
protocols/prior notice of the action may have been their greater concern? 
     BOTTOM LINE: I and one other fellow resident at Pinole Grove Housing
created a petition supporting the maintenance of the red painted curb. Prior to its
existence, a great deal of anxiety and fear were present 1-2 times per week on
average as they tried to pull out onto PVR from Rafaela Street, with views
blocked by a variety of SUV’s, trucks and cars with tinted windshields, thus
subjecting safe drivers to great physical and financial harm, even though all
possible precautions were taken inching out. Any return to a non-red curb
marking would be a reversal of seemingly “settled law”. 
    Please let me know if merely typing in: https://zoom.us/join will absolutely
provide me with access to easily understandable steps to participate virtually on
Monday PM at 6:00, PLUS, how I can deliver the hard copy signed petition to
you BEFORE the meeting starts so that no board member may assert that it
“wasn’t on the agenda”, which occurred the first time I participated in the related
 Zoom meeting many months ago. 
    Our residents thought they could show up physically to bolster our cause, but
that option has been eliminated. Not all are tech savvy and that might reduce our
voices. 
    Please give me necessary info to physically pass on the petition, plus details
about Zoom access, a-z as necessary, so that no more surprising changes and
blockages thwart our voices at the last minute. There was an online city based
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phone number listed almost seeming as if it would allow voices to be heard on the
issue-true? 
     Thanks for any help.
Joel Kuechle

 or leave a message. 

Sent from my iPad



From: Lisa Park
To: Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms; Cameron Sasai; Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray
Cc: Heather Bell; Comment
Subject: Pinole City Council Agenda ITEM 9D - I support the RESOLUTION URGING CONTRA COSTA COUNTY TO PHASE

OUT OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS ON COUNTY LANDS AND PROHIBIT ANY NEW DRILLING
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 6:16:09 AM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear Pinole City Council Members,

I live in Richmond and strongly support Pinole Mayor Devin Murphy’s resolution that Contra Costa County ban
new oil and gas extraction and phase out current drilling. Please pass this resolution in tonight’s City Council
meeting.

Thank you,

Lisa Park
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February 7th, 2023 

To City Clerk, Mayor, and City Council members of Pinole 

Reference: City Council Meeting Feb 7th, 2023: Agenda items 9D, 9E and 12C  
 
350 Contra Costa Action is nonprofit grassroots led organization, focused on the climate crisis, 
and advocating for environmental justice.  We look to local governments to take bold, swift 
actions to address the serious impacts and causes of the increase in greenhouse gases, that are 
warming our atmosphere and polluting our environment. We are writing in support of three 
items on your agenda today: 
 
Item 9D: Consider adopting resolution urging Contra Costa County to enact measures to 
phase out oil and gas operations on county lands and prohibit any new drilling.  
We fully support this resolution as oil and gas drilling and production can cause significant 
environmental and health problems, including air pollution and long-term climate change 
effects. This resolution is in line with the Climate Emergency Resolutions passed by Contra 
Costa County and the City of Pinole that acknowledging the severe consequences of climate 
change on public health, infrastructure, and the economy.  
 
Item 9E: Resolution accepting a $40,000 grant from the state of California Energy Commission 
for Implementation of automated solar permitting platform.  
By accelerating the permitting process and cutting permitting costs, the resolution would make 
the installation of solar and storage systems easier for residents of Pinole and in turn would 
help California achieve its greenhouse gas emission reduction goals.  
 
Item 12C: Discussion of the City’s Participation in Earth Day 2023 (Saturday, April 22, 2023)  
Inviting the community to participate in Earth Day activities raises awareness about 
environmental issues and builds a sense of community around protecting the environment. 
Providing opportunities for action encourages positive impact and collective action. This leads 
to increased impact in promoting environmental stewardship and a sustainable future for all, 
including future generations. 
 
We look forward seeing these important actions pass at the meeting tonight.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Lisa Jackson 

 



From: Alison Chiu
To: Comment; Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms; Cameron Sasai; Anthony Tave; martinez-rubin@ci.pinole.ca.us;

Andrew Murray; Heather Bell
Subject: ITEM 9D - CONSIDER ADOPTING RESOLUTION URGING CONTRA COSTA COUNTY TO ENACT MEASURES TO

PHASE OUT OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS ON COUNTY LANDS AND PROHIBIT ANY NEW DRILLING Public
Comment

Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 10:07:43 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Hello,

My name is Alison Chiu. This is my written comment on Item 9D for 02/06/2023's City
Council Meeting.

I strongly support the passage of the resolution that calls on Contra Costa County to ban new
oil and gas extraction and phase out current drilling. It makes no sense in today's time for oil
and gas drilling to continue in our county. It has been proven time and time again that the
negatives always outweigh whatever "benefits" that are brought up. Allowing drilling to
continue in our cities only exacerbates current environmental issues and puts the people at
harm for health risks.

The cities of Richmond and Antioch have already passed similar resolutions, and it only
makes sense for Pinole to do the same by following in their footsteps.

Again, I strongly support the passage of the resolution.

Thank you,
Alison Chiu
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From: Igor Tregub
To: Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather Bell; Comment; Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms;

Cameron Sasai
Subject: Item 9D - SUPPORT
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 7:24:27 AM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear Mayor Murphy and Members of the Pinole City Council,

The climate emergency in which we find ourselves is an existential threat to not just our planet
and those who call it home, but to our and our families' public health as well. As such, I
strongly support Item 9D, urging Contra Costa County to enact measures to phase out oil and
gas operations on county lands and prohibit any new drilling - something that neighboring
Alameda County succeeded in doing about a decade ago. Thank you for adding this item to
the consent calendar, where I hope it will remain.

Respectfully,
Igor
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From: Lara Clayman
To: Andrew Murray
Subject: In support of Anti-Drilling Resolution
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 8:45:47 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear City Manager Murray

I am writing to ask you to vote in support of the  passage of the resolution which calls on
Contra Costa County to ban new oil and gas extraction and phase out current drilling.  We
must move toward renewable energy and end our reliance on fossil fuels ASAP.  Thank you
for your support!

Sincerely, 
Lara Clayman

-- 
Lara Clayman, LCSW

she/her/hers

Lara Clayman Therapy
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From: Larry Rail
To: Andrew Murray
Subject: Oil & gas
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 7:09:28 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Andrew Murray,
Please consider health concerns over money concerns.
Thank you, Larry Rail
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From: Margaret Rossoff
To: Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather Bell; Comment; Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms;

Cameron Sasai
Subject: Proposal to phase out oil and gas operations
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 4:11:36 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

I strongly support this resolution.  These fossil fuel activities threaten life on our planet and
the health of our communities.  Thank you for taking this important step in the right direction.

Margaret Rossoff
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From: Shoshana Wechsler
To: Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms; Cameron Sasai; Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather

Bell; Comment
Subject: Item 9 D, Resolution Urging the County to End Oil and Gas Operations
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 10:38:00 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

re:  Strong Support:  Agenda Item 9 D

Dear Mayor and Members of the Pinole City Council,

When you approve Agenda Item 9 D at your February 7th meeting, you will be joining 3,739
residents of Contra Costa who have thus far signed a petition—still live—urging the County to
end oil and gas extraction on unincorporated county land.  Passage of the resolution urging the
County to end oil and gas operations will be a strong and welcome gesture of solidarity with
the residents of the cities of Antioch and Brentwood who live perilously close to drilling
activity just outside their homes and schools.

As we all know, toxic air pollution is no respecter of borders and fencelines.  When the City of
Antioch banned drilling last year, making oil and gas extraction a non-conforming use within
its municipal boundaries, it also sent a companion resolution to Contra Costa County.  That
resolution reminded the County that approving new drilling on unincorporated land—as it did
in 2019, and nearly did in 2020 when it issued a “Negative Declaration” for further
exploratory drilling—adversely affects the health, safety, and property values of Antioch
residents.  The City of Brentwood, which contains whole neighborhoods built over plugged oil
wells, currently has a drilling moratorium in place, but lies downwind from a nearby active
drill pad on county land.   The City of Richmond, all too familiar with the multiple public
health disasters resulting from fossil fuel activity, passed its own resolution last year in
support of these East County communities, calling on the County to phase out oil and gas
drilling.

It is exciting to see the City of Pinole affirm its commitment to environmental justice and
climate sanity, both within its own city limits and within the larger region.   Thank you, Mayor
Murphy and City staff, for your work on this important resolution, and much gratitude in
advance to the City Council for passing it.  Hopefully many other Contra Costa cities will
follow your lead!

Very sincerely yours,

Shoshana Wechsler

Sunflower Alliance
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From: greensyndicalist@gmail.com
To: Devin Murphy; Maureen Toms; Cameron Sasai; Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather

Bell; Comment
Subject: RE: ITEM 9D - CONSIDER ADOPTING RESOLUTION URGING CONTRA COSTA COUNTY TO ENACT MEASURES TO

PHASE OUT OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS ON COUNTY LANDS AND PROHIBIT ANY NEW DRILLING
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 4:19:09 PM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Greetings:
 
I am a resident of Richmond, and I believe that for the sake of our future, our climate, and our
environment, this prohibition is necessary.
 
I am also a union worker and urge you *not* to fall for or give in to the false “jobs versus
environment” framing, because it’s bogus.  There are numerous studies showing how the state of
California can provide a just and equitable transition for communities and workers that might be
adversely affected by such a prohibition. 
 
Please support this prohibition.
 
Thank you.
 
-Sincerely,
Steve Ongerth
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From: Amanda Millstein
To: Anthony Tave; Norma Martinez-Rubin; Andrew Murray; Heather Bell; Comment
Subject: Strong support for passage of resolution to ban new oil and gas extraction, phase out current drilling in Pinole
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 10:00:31 AM

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear City of Pinole Council Members,

My name is Amanda Millstein, MD and I am a primary care pediatrician in Richmond. Many
of my patients live and go to school in Pinole. I am writing to you today to express my strong
support for the resolution to ban new oil and gas extraction in Contra Costa County and phase
out current operations. Oil and gas drilling is dangerous to health, especially the health of
pregnant women, babies, and children -- it has been linked to childhood asthma, preterm
births, low birthweight, and other diseases. Additionally, the reason we are drilling for oil and
gas is to combust it -- and combustion of fossil fuels is the primary driver of climate change,
which poses an existential threat to the health of every child alive today. 

For the health of our children and for their future, I ask you to please do the right thing and
resolve to ban new oil and gas extraction in our community and phase out existing operations. 

Sincerely,
Amanda Millstein, MD 
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From: Heather Bell
To: Roxane Stone
Subject: FW: 2/7/23 Agenda Item # 4 (2) Conferance with Legal Council-Existing Litigation
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 4:33:19 PM
Attachments: MURRAY06.pdf

CHRONOPED.pdf

 
 

From: abogado10@aol.com  
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 4:27 PM
To: Heather Bell <hbell@ci.pinole.ca.us>
Subject: 2/7/23 Agenda Item # 4 (2) Conferance with Legal Council-Existing Litigation
 

*** EXTERNAL MESSAGE ***

Dear Heather Bell:
 
1.  Please distribute the enclosed email with attachment to the following persons for their perusal:
 
    a.    Mayor and city council
 
    b.    City manager
 
    c.    City attorney
 
    d.   Community development director
 
    e.    City planner
 
    f.    Planning commissioners
 
    
 
 
2.  Please place this email and attachments into the written correspondence for public perusal.
 
3.  Please confirm receipt of this email and attachments.
 
 
Thank you.
 
 
David O. Ruport Jr.
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February 7, 2023 


 


Andrew Murray 
Pinole City Manager 
2134 Pear Street 
Pinole CA 94564 


 


Re: Pinole City Council  Agenda Item #4 (2) Conference With Legal Council -Existing Litigation 
 
Dear Andrew Murray: 
 
Agenda #4 (2) indicates that the city of Pinole has decided to engage California for Homeownership and 
their affiliates in litigation over our city’s  projected 2023-2031 affordable housing plan.   Several of my 
friends, my wife, and I have been monitoring the development of this plan for a while.   As you know, 
Pinole has made great stride to bring our city into California moderate/low income housing compliance 
after years of neglect by prior city councils.  We laud the city for the amount of time and effort that the 
city has spent in bringing Pinole to a position where they can comply with California state moderate/low 
income law. 
 
None-the-less, it has come to our attention, through a number of sources, that several  public interest 
advocacy groups such as “Californians for Homeownership”, “Yimby Law, Cal. HDF” and others, are on 
the cusp of suing our city for non-compliance with “Affordable Housing” legislation.   I refer you to the 
December 16, 2022 and January 17, 2023 letters that were sent to you by the aforementioned advocacy 
groups and certain public records requests received by me from the city.    
 
As you know, on January 17, 2023, our city council, with guidance from our hired housing consultant and 
our city staff, adopted a proposal plan of action which mirrors the “premature adoption” element cited 
above (see page 384 of January 17,2023 report 2023-2031 Housing  Element). 
 
In addition, I refer you to the attached San Francisco Chronicle “op-ed” article which makes a 
syncopated summary of the sixth cycle of the State of California’s commitment to affordable housing.  
Of particular interest is that the author of this article cites Pinole as a municipality who has chosen to 
adopt a strategy entitled “premature adoption” to shirk state housing law. 
 
As you know, on January 17, 2023 our city council, with guidance of our hired housing consultant and 
the recommendation of city staff, adopted a proposed plan of action which mirrors the “premature 
adoption” option cited above.  This was done without little fanfare or comment by city council. 
 
As 40 year plus residents of Pinole, my wife and I are concerned that our city is on the precipice of a 
“long term” legal battle that may have “long term” consequences on the available housing market in 
Pinole.  We understand that the intentional omission of the “180 grace period” from the current 
“Housing Element” cycle could create potential “conflicts of law” issues and implementation limitations 
upon our city.   However it makes little sense to us that our city is willing to enter into litigation with 
entities that who share common affordable housing interests that our citizens espouse and need. 
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We would hope that Pinole not enter into a litigious environment,  ike the demise of “Redevelopment” 
and or the “Cell Tower” debacle, that persevered for a number of years.  As you know these suits did not 
benefit our citizens.   
 
Finally, we are cognizant that Government Code Section 54956(d)(2) grants the city of Pinole with 
“closed session” exceptions to the Brown Act provisions when there is “pending or existing” litigation.   
However a “carpet-bomb” application of this exception makes no sense when the city council exits from 
“closed session” and perpetually says “nothing new to report”.   In light of “Fowler v. City of Lafayette”  
(2020) 46Cal.Ct.App.360 and Government Code Section 54956.9, I would like to know, through the city 
attorney, how much information the city will be willing to release about  pending/current litigation.   
 
 
 
David O. Ruport  Jr. 
 


Cc: mayor, city council, city manager , city attorney, community development director, city planner, 
               city planning commission 
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February 7, 2023 

 

Andrew Murray 
Pinole City Manager 
2134 Pear Street 
Pinole CA 94564 

 

Re: Pinole City Council  Agenda Item #4 (2) Conference With Legal Council -Existing Litigation 
 
Dear Andrew Murray: 
 
Agenda #4 (2) indicates that the city of Pinole has decided to engage California for Homeownership and 
their affiliates in litigation over our city’s  projected 2023-2031 affordable housing plan.   Several of my 
friends, my wife, and I have been monitoring the development of this plan for a while.   As you know, 
Pinole has made great stride to bring our city into California moderate/low income housing compliance 
after years of neglect by prior city councils.  We laud the city for the amount of time and effort that the 
city has spent in bringing Pinole to a position where they can comply with California state moderate/low 
income law. 
 
None-the-less, it has come to our attention, through a number of sources, that several  public interest 
advocacy groups such as “Californians for Homeownership”, “Yimby Law, Cal. HDF” and others, are on 
the cusp of suing our city for non-compliance with “Affordable Housing” legislation.   I refer you to the 
December 16, 2022 and January 17, 2023 letters that were sent to you by the aforementioned advocacy 
groups and certain public records requests received by me from the city.    
 
As you know, on January 17, 2023, our city council, with guidance from our hired housing consultant and 
our city staff, adopted a proposal plan of action which mirrors the “premature adoption” element cited 
above (see page 384 of January 17,2023 report 2023-2031 Housing  Element). 
 
In addition, I refer you to the attached San Francisco Chronicle “op-ed” article which makes a 
syncopated summary of the sixth cycle of the State of California’s commitment to affordable housing.  
Of particular interest is that the author of this article cites Pinole as a municipality who has chosen to 
adopt a strategy entitled “premature adoption” to shirk state housing law. 
 
As you know, on January 17, 2023 our city council, with guidance of our hired housing consultant and 
the recommendation of city staff, adopted a proposed plan of action which mirrors the “premature 
adoption” option cited above.  This was done without little fanfare or comment by city council. 
 
As 40 year plus residents of Pinole, my wife and I are concerned that our city is on the precipice of a 
“long term” legal battle that may have “long term” consequences on the available housing market in 
Pinole.  We understand that the intentional omission of the “180 grace period” from the current 
“Housing Element” cycle could create potential “conflicts of law” issues and implementation limitations 
upon our city.   However it makes little sense to us that our city is willing to enter into litigation with 
entities that who share common affordable housing interests that our citizens espouse and need. 
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We would hope that Pinole not enter into a litigious environment,  ike the demise of “Redevelopment” 
and or the “Cell Tower” debacle, that persevered for a number of years.  As you know these suits did not 
benefit our citizens.   
 
Finally, we are cognizant that Government Code Section 54956(d)(2) grants the city of Pinole with 
“closed session” exceptions to the Brown Act provisions when there is “pending or existing” litigation.   
However a “carpet-bomb” application of this exception makes no sense when the city council exits from 
“closed session” and perpetually says “nothing new to report”.   In light of “Fowler v. City of Lafayette”  
(2020) 46Cal.Ct.App.360 and Government Code Section 54956.9, I would like to know, through the city 
attorney, how much information the city will be willing to release about  pending/current litigation.   
 
 
 
David O. Ruport  Jr. 
 

Cc: mayor, city council, city manager , city attorney, community development director, city planner, 
               city planning commission 
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